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Friends – 
 
Many of you know that I am teaching this semester at the Community College of 
Rhode Island. This morning I accompanied my students to the library so they could 
learn about many available resources and how they could be used for a variety of   
college projects.  Since my mother was a librarian, I have a special place in my heart 
for the opportunities afforded in a library.  Today, one of the librarians stopped me 

and said, “Excuse me – are you related to Alice Forsstrom?”  “Well, yes,” I said, “She was my mother…”  Turns out 
I had known this woman back when we were both in elementary school.  She is the daughter of a woman who 
worked in the library with my mother for many years.  We talked briefly about how much we loved each other’s 
mother – both of whom are now gone.  But here we are, the next generation, still taking time to try and guide 
young minds – she as a college librarian, and I as a course instructor.  Deliberately or not, we are following in their 
footsteps… 
 

Every time I walk into a library, I am amazed by how different it is from the days when I was a child, spending 
countless hours in my mother’s Children’s Room.  Gone are the wood file drawers with rows of cards listing all the 
available books (3 for each book, sorted by author, title or subject…!).  Gone are the days when libraries lent only 
books, and reference volumes were treated like gold and never let out of the librarian’s sight.  Now everything is 
available to everyone who has access to technology – and those with no access can go to the library.  And while 
you are there conducting research, you can also borrow movies, video games or audio books, or use one of the 
public computers.  When my mom was a children’s librarian, she lent toys and pets – and that was considered  
revolutionary at the time.  Look at how far we have come! 
 

One thing that has not changed in the library is the mission.  It is still the goal of the library staff to help 
‘customers’ find information.  The way they work has certainly evolved.  At CCRI today the librarian coached my 
students in searching internet and academic databases and tracking down the most pertinent material – I have 
often thought of them as a kind of detective.  And while the current search methods would be completely foreign 
to my mother, the fact remains that the librarian I met today was every bit as eager to help as my mother ever 
was.  Libraries are still there to help. 
 

Several generations ago, former members of Central Baptist Church knew nothing about the possibilities of     
computers and live-streaming of events and movies, or the threat to newspapers from social media.  They knew 
that their mission was to be disciples of Jesus Christ, and to encourage those who also wanted to become        
disciples.  Today, we share the same mission.  The church as central ‘meeting house’ and the traditional focus of 
outreach may be in the past.  But the mission to encourage disciples of Jesus Christ remains the same.  We have 
held fast to the mission for 175 years.  Like the librarians, we may have to shift some of our methods.  But we will 
never have to change our primary goal – to follow Jesus the way God hopes and expects we will. 
 

Pastor Nancy 
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Bringing Faith to Life 

 

Happenings……… 
 
A busy month for folks at Central Baptist: 
Pastor Nancy, Dr. Matthew Provost and Rev. 
Stacey Emerson attended an Advent Work-
shop in North Carolina… Ellie Eccleston remains in South 
Carolina awhile longer… Johann & Paul Chase celebrated 
their 55th high school reunion… Lee Salina and Lisa Reas, 
with help from Brendan & Kevin, surprised Jack Allen at a 
special coffee hour, celebrating his 89th birthday, and Jack 
also had a visit from son Mark & his wife, Sharon… Joe 
Trocki’s 80th milestone included a visit from Joe III for a 
few days, featuring 80 reasons he’s loved by many… Libby 
Bufithis turned 96 but doesn’t look a day over 80!... Craig 
Chapman, a member for over 50 years, dropped in for a 
visit and a “look-see” with a self-guided tour as well as a 
conversation with Pastor Nancy… on the road this month 
were: the Jeffcoats to VT, the Hopkins to ME and the 
Reas’ also headed north, visiting a friend… former     
members attending our Hymn Celebration were Joan 
Jakob and Lois D’Archangelo, a Director of Christian Ed in 
the 60’s… that celebration was an outstanding collection 
of hymns associated in some way with Central Baptist,   
including one from Rev. Miner Clarke’s farewell service - 
he was CBC’s 1st pastor! – and a brand new piece created 
by the pastor and Dr. Provost: a truly memorable          
occasion!… Barbara Ricketts attended a SNET “reunion” 
luncheon, reminiscing about “the good old days”… Pastor 
Nancy officiated at the marriage of daughter Laura and 
Michael Krause…     ‘Til next time.... 

HELP! 
  While putting everything away that was in storage during all of 
our renovations, the lovely brass bell, pictured, was found in the 
back corner of a shelf. It has no markings, nor does it have the 
striker necessary to ring it. It has its own “stand” and doesn’t 
have to be held. Several folks have looked at it and, pardon the 
pun, it doesn’t ring a bell with anyone. Do you know? 
Thanks! 

Thanks to all who helped, in any way, with our Hymn Celebration: it was a lovely event, beau-
tifully done!      -Your 175th Anniversary Committee 

mailto:cbc.pastor@yahoo.com
http://www.centralbaptistnorwich.com
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FOOD LOCKER – Barbara Trocki 

 
During September there were 64 referrals made to the Food Locker for a total of 129 
people receiving food for 1161 meals.  We are thankful for the donations that come from 
different churches and individuals to help us stock our shelves.  We are still in need of 
financial donations, in order to buy items not received in contributions.  Some items we 
need are: juice, spaghetti sauce, powdered milk, canned fruit, and canned vegetables. 

          PRAYER CHAIN – Barbara Trocki 

 
Since the names mentioned in the October Chronicle for prayer concerns the         
following people have been put on the Prayer Chain:  Family of Carey Jones, Michael 
Hopkins, Tom Martin, Joey James, family of Veronica Pettitt, Joe Dunion, Margaret 
Crandall, Jack Allen, and Sandra Howarth.  Thank you for your prayers. 

             THANKSGIVING BASKETS – Barbara Trocki 

 
There will be a chart in the narthex to show what items we need in order to fill     
20-25 baskets. Hopefully we will receive some turkeys from United Way but will 
need all the trimmings.  Any donations must be made the week before.  Your  
contributions will help provide a Thanksgiving meal to those in need.  Baskets will 
be given out on Monday, November 24th to those who have signed up. At the same 
time the Food Locker will be open from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon. 

LIGHTING CITY HALL will be held on Friday,        

November 28, 2014 from 5:15-6:15.  Outreach will once again 
offer free hot chocolate to those attending the celebration.  If 
you are interested in helping out, please contact Barbara 
Trocki or Ellie Eccleston. 

Photos below courtesy of Doreen Mainville 

Thank you to Joshua Elsensohn and Bob and Betty Lyman for ushering at the Oct. 5th Hymn Sing and Joyce and Tom Weber 

for  ushering October 12th.  Also, to all of you who have assisted with collecting the offering each week.  
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Mercy's Border Reflections 

Have you been lost in the woods? Has your imagination gotten the best of you? Have you been through rough times lately? Each of 

these experiences bring us closer to God as we acknowledge him and ask him to straighten our paths. I am no different as I share 

with you my constant plea for guidance. 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 

will make straight your paths. Proverbs 3.5-6 (NIV)  

How straight is your path?  
The writer of Proverbs encourages us to acknowledge and to trust God in all of our ways. That is easier said than done, I 

guess that is why he feels the need to remind us that we are not alone as we walk our paths. I must confess that I am a 

control freak when it comes to making plans, how I design my classes and how I think things should be done in our 

household. Many times I pray for God to bless my plans without examining them to see if they fit into God's will for me. 

I am trying to remind myself to pray for closed doors and open doors. The most difficult thing for me to do when I 

acknowledge God is to WAIT. I want an answer right away or even yesterday. This in-between place of not knowing 

what the pathway will be like; and do I have everything needed to walk that path.  

The writer also says that God will make straight your paths. There have been times when I have been at the American 

Baptist Assembly at Green Lake, WI and I have to walk to my room in the dark because I forgot my flashlight. I        

remember a certain day when the pathway during the daylight seemed refreshing and welcoming. As I walked it at night 

dangers seem to lurk at every corner. Little stones became tripping hazards and the sounds of the night announced some 

unwelcomed stranger or animal. Suddenly I saw the glint of light amidst the trees. I heard myself exhale as I had not  

realized that I was holding my breath. The sight of that small light in the distance made my pathway shorter and safer. 

There is joy, relief in God's gift of light. The most remarkable thing for me in trusting God in all of my ways is that    

experience of being surprised by his grace. God does indeed make straight my paths and I do not have to walk them by 

myself. I have also learned to invite someone to walk with me; we don't have to do this by ourselves. May you enjoy the 

pathway of life accompanied by our Lord and by his people.  

HOLY GROUND 
This summer and early Fall has been an experience of Holy Ground for me. Holy Ground is that moment when we come 

face to face to the presence of God and God's demands on our life at that moment. In July I went to Green Lake for the 

All Staff Gathering and met colleagues that I only knew on paper. We laughed, worshipped, prepared skits and planned 

for the future. I watch as the missionary kids shared their needs in the planning sessions with eloquence and touched our 

hearts. Did we as parents have anything to do with those extraordinary human beings?  I met with leaders from our    

supporting churches that came to the World Missions Conference. There we worshipped in many different styles which 

made some people uncomfortable yet God was present through it all. I met with people who were searching for God's 

direction as they pondered the call to missionary service. I met with leaders from around the world and somehow our 

world became a lot smaller. I prepared workshops and shared with people at the Missions Display Hall. I purchased 

beautiful items from their displays and felt blessed at being part of this community.  

HOLY GROUND! I've been teaching my classes on Church History, Eschatology and Conflict Transformation and am 

learning more about my students. Each day the Holy Spirit touches my heart, redeems my soul and continues to       

transform me. Sometimes that experience hurts as I realize that there is much in me that needs to change. I continue to 

speak about the Church and our role in the world and those words continue to challenge me. I am planning a         

Thanksgiving trip to Chiapas to teach an intensive course in Church History and am wondering what God will be teach-

ing me through this experience.  

HOLY GROUND! As I write this newsletter I am conscience of the turbulent times we are living; ISIS, beheadings,   

Ebola, Wars, Gun violence and violence in general, Refugees searching for safety, Hunger, etc... At the same time I am 

aware of a culture that continues its thirst for things; new houses, cars, new experiences, people trying to fill the void for 

meaning and I include myself in the desire for things. As I ponder these turbulent times, I ask for God's guidance and for 

God to straighten my pathways. I ask for safety for my colleagues around the world as they strive to serve in diverse  

cultures. I ask for our churches here in the United States as they continue to be faithful in their service to their           

communities and also as they serve with us in our ministries. I pray that you may find yourself like me on HOLY 

GROUND and that you may respond to God's demand upon your life. Take these words into consideration as you plan 

your support of my ministry and that of my colleagues through the World Mission Offering and through the targeted 

support of specific missionaries and ministries.            

Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes: 2310 W. Elm Avenue, El Centro, CA 92243  email: mercyrickmx@hotmail.com Contact Title: 

International Ministries Missionary to Baja California, Mexico 
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Dr. Matthew Provost, Anne Gray, Pastor Nancy 

All wrote hymns sung at celebration. 

Nancy Hopkins, Lois D'Archangelo (former Director  

of Christian Ed), and Joan Jacob 

Guest soloist Professor Constance Rock  

from UCONN, Matthew Provost, and  

Pastor Nancy   

 Photos from  

the 175th  

Anniversary 

Hymn 

Celebration 

 

Courtesy of  

Janet Jeffcoat 
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18    Thomas Martin 

20  Anne Gray 

20  Edna Tetreault 

21  Charles Noyes 

23           Ann (Kecskes) Song 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11          Jay & Benchawan Lyman   

20  Nathan & Donna Wheeler 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

5 William Bradlaw 

5  Mark Hopkins 

7 Evelyn LaBombard 

10 Karl Martin 

10 Emily Casey 

11  David Coggeshall 

14           Roger Mainville 

14  Jay Ricketts 


