
 

Friends – 
I am writing this on December 18.  I have just discovered that Christmas is 7 days 
away…  You may wonder how this fact could sneak up on me – but it is easy to explain.  
Matthew and I spend huge amounts of time planning for Advent and Christmas Eve.  But 
suddenly I find that Christmas day has arrived and there’s no work for me to do.  It is a 
strange sensation to have no big decisions hanging over my head.  Obviously there are 

some preparations to be made for the Sunday after Christmas, but, for a few weeks at least, the Advent-like 
flurry of activity is over.  For someone like me, with no school-age children in the house, the week after  
Christmas promises to be fairly quiet. 
 

Throughout the days between Christmas and New Year’s Day, we will be inundated with media messages 
about the year past and the year to come.  There will be retrospectives on the big stories of 2014; several 
times we will have the opportunity to reflect on those who passed away this year.  We will be encouraged to 
think about where we were last year at this time, and where we hoped to be by today.  And then we will be 
urged to make resolutions for 2015 – this is the year I will join the gym, or communicate better with my 
friends, or make up with that family member… ‘Start the new year off right,’ we’ll be told.  Make everything 
better.  Set goals and make a plan for meeting them.   
 

In the car today, I was listening to a Christmas CD given to me by a friend.  It is a nice combination of classics 
and songs I have never heard.  One line from one song caught my attention: “It’s not the things you do on 
Christmas, but the Christmas things you do all year through.”  If you are going to spend time reflecting on the 
old and new year in the next week, I encourage you to think about this line.  And then ask yourself… “Where 
is God at work here?”  When you find the flurry of activity has died down the day or two after the holiday, ask 
what God might be hoping for you to discover through the busy holiday activities.  As you review whatever has 
happened to you since January 1, ask, “Where can I find God in that?  How can I make the most of everything 
that surrounded me?”  As you plan to start whatever new thing you may have in mind for January 1, ask  
yourself where God might want you to be by December 31.   
 

None of us knows what will happen this next year.  We live our lives and we meet the challenges and share 
the joys and overcome obstacles and embrace the blessings.  We try to keep our faith and hope alive no   
matter what.  We realize, again and again, that God will never leave us alone or entirely empty.  And, most of 
all, we try try try to live the Love.  Everything comes back to that – God loves us so much that Jesus came to 
teach us how to love.  It’s all about the Love.  The gifts we share with meaningful people.  The celebrations 
with those most special.  The yearning for those we loved and lost.  The hopes that love can heal broken 
hearts and spirits, and a broken world.  But we can do more than yearn and hope.  We can love.  We can 
share what we receive.  We can make sure that those who know us also know that God is love.  We can    
guarantee that when others, at the end of 2015, ask where God was in their lives during the year, they realize 
that they found God in us. 

Pastor Nancy 

            January 2015 
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Bringing Faith to Life 

 

 
                         DO NOT FORGET 

 
  Annual Reports of Boards, Committees and Staff are due in 
office on Sunday, January 4th. They will be distributed on the 
18th, with Annual Meeting on the 25th. 

 
                         Thank you all for your cooperation! 

History buffs: save the date! 
 
   As part of our 175th Anniversary         
celebration, a small group has been  
searching our roots with a goal of clarifying 
and updating CBC’s history. Participants 

are: Paul Chase, Matthew Provost, Barbara Ricketts and 
Barbara Trocki, working under the guidance of Dr. John 
Webster, a retired Presbyterian minister and Board     
member of The American Baptist Historical Society, based 
in Atlanta, GA. 
   The last phase of this exercise is concentrating on 1945 
to 2014 and, with that in mind, a luncheon will occur on 
Sunday, January 11th at 11:30, following worship. If you 
are a 10-year-plus member and have knowledge of 
CBC during that time period, you are invited to  
participate and share your memories with the focus being 
on questions such as our calling/ministry/mission and 
where the energy is in the congregation today. These will 
be discussed over lunch. The session will be led by Pastor 
Nancy and Dr. Webster and is expected to conclude by 
2:00 p.m. 
 
   Please save the date if you can join us…. Details to  
follow. 

Nursery Attendant 
 
Our Nursery Attendant, Cara Harrigan, will be available in 
the Nursery on Sunday mornings at 10:15 to care for our 
little ones until we go to summer hours! 

mailto:cbc.pastor@yahoo.com
http://www.centralbaptistnorwich.com
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FOOD LOCKER  –  Barbara Trocki 
 
During November there were 50 different families requesting food from the Food   
Locker for 113 people.  This amounted to food for 1017 meals.  Thanks to food from 
United Way, Shop Rite, and donations from area churches and individuals, we were 
able to fill this need.  Thanksgiving baskets were given out to 26 families who very 
much appreciated getting food for their Thanksgiving meal.  Thank you to all who do-

nated to these meals including United Way who supplied turkeys, chickens, potatoes, sweet pota-
toes, onions, stuffing, and apples.  The remainder was supplied by the Food Locker and donations. 
Thanks for being a blessing to others. 

PRAYER CHAIN – Barbara Trocki 
 
Since the December Chronicle the following people have been put on the prayer 
chain and lifted up to God in prayer for healing, comfort, and strength.  They are  
Rev. Bill Dunlap, Sandra Howarth, Charles Tefft, Inger King, Michelle, Frank LaRoux, 
Family of Mildred Bode and Donna, Nate, and Julieanne Wheeler, and Joey James.  All appreciated 
our prayers. 

 LETTER FOR THE RETIRED MINISTERS AND  
MISSIONARIES OFFERING 

 
The roots of the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering go back to the      
mid- 30s when American Baptist congregations received a Communion           

Fellowship Offering on the first Sunday of each month to support retired ministers and missionaries 
and their widowed spouses within their churches. Forty years later in 1977 American Baptist    
Churches-USA launched the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering to continue to show our 
heartfelt appreciation for the service of those who inspired each of us with God’s love. 
Our donations help to provide emergency assistance of different kinds to those in time of crisis or 
need, and to send a thank-you check to those who are eligible each year.   An example of being 
blessed with a thank-you check is Evelyn LaBombard, wife of our former pastor, Floyd LaBombard, 
who is a recipient of this offering. 
Please help to support these faithful servants with a donation to the Retired Ministers and           
Missionaries Offering. There is an envelope in this Chronicle and on the tables in the narthex and 
sanctuary.  We will be collecting during January. 
Thank you.    
                
Outreach ministry  

RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES  
(AND WIDOWED SPOUSES) 

 

During January you can show your appreciation to those who dedicated their lives to 
spreading God’s love around the world by donating to the Retired Ministers and      
Missionaries Offering. Please make your check payable to Central Baptist with the 
memo to Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering. 
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Happenings……. 
 
     The holiday season has been jam-packed, and found our 
members occupied in a dizzying variety of activities: Joe 
Trocki III flew in for a few days over Thanksgiving… 
Ellie Eccleston and a friend enjoyed “Holiday Inn” at the 
Goodspeed, and then a group of 15 members & friends did 
the same thing, mid-month…. Doreen & Roger Mainville and 
grand-daughter Alessia went to Radio City for the Christmas Spectacular as did Jon, 
Janice, Anna, Jacob and Barbara Ricketts: it’s not called “spectacular” for nothing!! 
Anna &  Emma Ricketts participated in the Oireachtas, a New England Irish Dance 
competition, with Emma placing 8th, qualifying her to go to Scotland in 2015 for 
“worlds” ….. Pastor Nancy attended a 4-day stewardship conference in FL ….. 
Sadly, we said, “goodbye” to longtime member, Millie Bode and our love and prayers 
go out to her family…. Charlie Tefft has a new knee… Baby news: Carrie (LaMothe) & 
Chris Dentch welcomed daughter, Isabelle Renee on December 12…. Rheanna 
(Comeau) and Michael Steele are parents of Everett, born on 12/10….  Beth (Wargo) 
and Jacob vanHulst’s twin boys, Hendrik & Willem, turned 2 …Lanie (Sholes) & Ryan 
Hastert’s son Grant Woodrow Hastert, turned 1 on October 14th….. Kevin  Dwyer,  
husband of Alison (Laroux) passed his State Police exam and will report to Troop E, 
Montville Barracks….. Congrats to all!… Lee Salina and Lisa Reas hosted a most-
successful – and, delicious - “Cookie Exchange” that, hopefully, will become a new 
tradition…..With the sanctuary having been transformed in the Fall, Santa’s “elves”, 
mixing tradition with new, added a layer of decorations each week of Advent and up 
to Christmas Eve and received enthusiastically! 
 

 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
2     Rick Cedrone 
6    Hazel Zerull 
8    Jonathan Elsensohn 
9       Raymond Coggeshall 
14      Matthew N. Provost                                            
17   Kirk Ricketts 
24      Pastor Nancy                                                                             
25 Anna Ricketts 
 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 
 
16  Charles (Bud) & Janice Rice 

Celebrating the Pastor’s 5th anniversary with CBC 



 

 PAGE 5                                                                                                                THE CBC CHRONICLE                                                                                                                                                               

CALENDAR 
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  The Hospitality Meals Ministry   
 
The Hospitality Meals Ministry at Central Baptist continues to provide for Norwich’s needy at a     
disturbing rate.  In 2012 our meals program served 11,097 meals, in 2013 we saw an increase of 
about 6% to 11,812 meals being served.  Yet again in 2014 we are seeing an increase as we have 
already exceeded the number of meals served last year.  As of December 14th we have provided for 
12,052 meals and anticipate another 600 plus meals before the end of the year.  That would be an 
increase of about 7% over 2014.  Last year we received 11.6 tons of food items from the Gemma 
Moran Food and Labor Center in New London; so far this year we have carried almost 13 tons of 
food back to the church to share with our guests.  Over four thousand man-hours have been       
expended in providing dinner and breakfast each week, and Joe and I would be remiss if we didn’t 
express our gratitude to everyone who helped in some way with the ministry.  I want to thank 
members of Park Congregational Church, First Congregational Church, and the Crossroads         
Program,  for dedicating themselves to this  ministry; they have all made it much easier to get this 
extremely important mission done this year.  Also I want to thank those who have contributed    
tirelessly from Central Baptist Church in keeping this ministry up-and-running, folks who are there 
every week making it happen: Carol and Bill Bradlaw, Anne MacDonald, Ellie Eccleston, Erwin Kerr, 
Seth Barrows, and a host of others. 
  
    We have earned a reputation of providing some of the best meals our guests receive each week 
but it comes at a cost.   At the moment we do not have any grant monies remaining.  There are 
some grants being worked on or pending approval, but our coffers are empty at the moment.  Many 
folks have stepped up to volunteer if they are able, but many others cannot.  Many of these folks 
can still help us with this ministry by donating food items like cheese, butter, sugar, evaporated 
milk, or paper products like paper plates, napkins, plastic ware, styrofoam cups (8 oz), or plastic 
juice cups (7 oz)......  Much of what we use is provided for through the Gemma Moran Food Center, 
but the items listed above are rare to find at that facility.  This is where we spend most of the grant 
monies received.  Your financial help or food donations will go a long way to help defray these    
expenses and will keep the Hospitability Meal Ministry a successful Central Baptist Church Ministry! 
  
Thanks to everyone. 
  
Mark Hopkins 
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"Winter came down to our home one night                     

Quietly pirouetting in on silvery-toed slippers of snow, 
And we, were children once again." 

Billy Morgan, Jr.  


